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The SCIF News is the monthly newsletter of Sonoma County Intergroup Fellowship. It is free and made possible through 
contributions of our members to Intergroup. The SCIF News is also available at sonomacountyaa.org. DISCLAIMER: 
Opinions contained herein are strictly those of the authors. The publication of opinions, articles, and announcements 
does not necessarily represent endorsement, approval, or affiliation by the Sonoma County Intergroup Fellowship. We 
reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, language, length, and any content that may violate A.A.® Traditions.
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Bookstore
AA is raising the price of all AA books $3 on 
February 1st & 15% for all other materials.
Expansion of the group materials is in progress.
The Bookstore has service commitment 
opportunities.
Book cover Bundles are on sale.

Central Office
Assistance for groups to acquire a GSO Group 
ID number and an IRS EIN for a checking 
account is available.

Meeting Hall
The SCIF Meeting Hall has openings for day and 
some late night meetings.
Weekend meeting hall rental is available to 
members for private and open sober events.
Secretaries are needed for a daily weekday audio 
“Dead Speakers Meeting.”
Over $7000 in goods and services was donated 
to the SCIF Meeting Hall.
The meeting hall  has plenty of nice new chairs 
now. Thank you all!
Donations/Contributions for The Meeting Hall are greatly appreciated. We need a vacuum cleaner, 
canister or upright. It won’t be long before the meeting hall is fully self-supporting!

Our new SCIF Meeting Hall next to the Bookstore is happening, thanks to many Fellows and Friends!

Meetings and Seminars have already started. 
Stop by for a complete schedule and 

to sign your meeting up for a time slot! 

BOOKSTORE/CENTRAL OFFICE/MEETING HALL
750 Mendocino Ave., Suite 10, Santa Rosa (707) 546-2066

Bookstore Open Mon. – Sat., 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Online store open 24/7: https://scifbookstore.com/
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ALKATHONS: Isabelle L.- Bring food that is already heated up. We 
can keep warm, and not cook. Still looking for people to volunteer. 
Please reach out if you are interested .

COMMUNICATIONS/NEWSLETTER: Arjuna - Thanks to everyone 
who submitted. Deadline for Feb is Jan 16. Need help, I couldn’t 
come up with animals or background.

WEBMASTER: Jay F. - Confusion over the meeting # how we get it. 
Up until this point we have been including Spanish meetings, but 
they have their own intergroup. Go onto website with any updates 
and he will get it done, there is a form on the website..

SEMINARS: Clark W. - Jan 19 at the new space next to the 
bookstore, we will have all of our 4 main books for sale, come by 
before the prices go up in Feb. Invite students, classes - anyone 
who is interested in the literature of AA.

TELESERVICE: Maria - All shifts are covered.

ICSC NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Greg A. - not in attendance.

TECH POSITION: Jake H. - With the addition of the new space we 
will move the hybrid setup over there, you can have hybrid 
meetings over there. There will be a laptop and a screen but will 
need to provide your own zoom accounts.

LIAISON REPORTS: 

Spanish Central Office: vacant - There will be elections next month, 
may want to go to Spanish intergroup meeting to announce.

SOCYPAA: Angela - Gifts of Sobriety had 60 ppl; committee members 
went outside county to help support more YPAA events; Carry the 
Tune not the Bottle Karaoke, always inviting more people to join.

HOSPITALS & INSTITUTIONS: Alma -  New cans have new verbiage 
in Spanish and English. Come to the meeting to pick them up.

GENERAL SERVICE: Johnny - for Maureen G. - INT committee 
looking for people interested in IT; PROSSA in Honolulu, will award 
2 scholarships. Last meeting we had subcommittee meetings 
within the regular meetings. Agenda topics workshop on 2/14. 
Preconference assembly 4/11-412 in Santa Rosa.

BRIDGING THE GAP:  Scott - 5 presentations 0 blackouts 0 
brownouts 3 blue cards, will provide someone to bring them to a 
meeting. Began Orenda M 6-7. Scott Valley Treatment Center got 
its license back, in the process of opening up a new meeting. 
Continues to try to expand to Pura Vida, WRS, and Athena House.

PI/CPC: Andrew - Public face of AA Drunk Driving School. High 
Schools. Would be interested in introductions to school leaders 
for presentations.

ACCESS SONOMA COUNTY: Ben G. - Access is committed to 
making A.A. accessible to everyone. Our meetings are held on the 
second Thursday of each month, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom. All are 
welcome to join us.. Please mark your calendar for January 17, 
when the Online Forum for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing takes 
place. There are flyers on the table with instructions on how to 
register and information about the Forum.

DISTRICT 18: vacant

Meeting opened at 7:32 with the Serenity Prayer, followed by 
readings of the Preamble by Ray, Tradition 12 by Greg, and 
Concept XII by Brittany.

Introduction of New Representatives: Charles, Attitude Adjustment; 
Javier, Men in the Solution; Jim, Recovery Revolution; Joey, Serenity 
Sat; Alex, How It Works; Andrew ,PICPC Liaison; Chris, Midmorning 
Sanity M-F zoom; John, Azure Acres Daily Reprieve; None on zoom.

Birthdays since we last met: Scott, 27yrs; Brittany, 18mos; Alex, 1yr; 
Greg, 7yrs - None on zoom.

Representatives were asked to sign in and drop names in the hat 
for the drawing,

COMMENTS REPRESENTATIVE SHARING: 
Selection for the group to speak for 1 min: why you are here and 
why it is important to you.

Mike to report on new space beside bookstore.

PJ - was a lit rep before struck me to volunteer, interacting with every-
one. I wanted to get more involved so signed up for intergroup.

OFFICER REPORTS:
CHAIR: Joshua P. – We have elections upcoming, come on down 
and have some fun. We are about to launch the new meeting hall 
at the bookstore, we have a calendar. SCIF Meeting Hall, will be 
ready after the first of the year.

VICE CHAIR: Angie G. - nothing to report. 

SECRETARY: Amy P. - minutes from last meeting passed.

TREASURER: Mike H. - via zoom gave 2025 December SCIF Treas-
urer’s Report through November 30, 2025.

Now is the time to Ask that groups make contributions to 
selected greater AA entities.

Becoming aware of some large groups that have not made 
contributions in a long time. Reminder to turn commitment over. 
Inquire with your meetings. Can make contributions by PayPal; 
Venmo or check. Can go on aa website and it will note what 
entities you can make contributions to.

REGISTRAR: Stacy T. - Last month - Nov 24,  247 unique meetings 
each week: 331 in person, 110 online; 24 hybrid. 43  intergroup 
reps in attendance with 7 new. Intergroup meeting attendance: 
28 in person 110 online; 21 Hybrid . 17% representation.

ICSC REPORT: Joann L. - not in attendance.

BOOKSTORE REPORT: Bob F. -  Book covers and large print on sale. 
Full display of all group materials. New sterling silver jewelry. AA 
trivia. Doing well at the bookstore. World Service Lit Sales will go 
up $3 p/book, they haven’t raised prices in 3yrs.

Meeting Hall. Pick up the calendar, just email or call. 
Woodworking projects that Alan will be working on. May be 
looking for artists for wall art.

Bookstore is looking for a housekeeper.
ICSC  went over merchandising plan, and was approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
OUTREACH: Morgan P. - not in attendance.

ACTIVITIES: Allen A. - New Years Dance at Saturday Afternoon Club.

SCIF General Meeting Minutes for December 22, 2025

 continued on page 4
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OLD BUSINESS:
• Expand fellowship to neighboring counties  Use new space to 
hold event inviting chairs from surrounding areas - likely drop off 
next, just putting one last push to get that interaction going. 

• Ad Hoc Committee for a 12 step guidebook. Noel and James to 
co-chair committee - sent info to Noel with someone who wanted 
to help out. Will keep you updated. 

• Selection of meetings for new space - calendar and application is 
ready. Please spread the word. Contact Bob. 60 chairs in the new 
meeting space. $30 p/meeting and you get a 2 hr block. There will 
be blocks for SCIF and committee meetings. Will allow for more 
inventory in the Bookstore.

NEW BUSINESS: none

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS:  none

DRAWING
Andrew drew Angel from Sober Sunday

SUMMATION:
What to bring back to your groups, 
read by Angie

CLOSED WITH  THE
RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT

continued from page 3

PI/CPC 
We have had great results speaking at high schools in 

Petaluma, and hopefully soon to be Santa Rosa High. We 
are putting together a streamlined package to present 
to other school administrators in the near future, with 
the hopes of presenting at more facilities.

We need your help to keep this momentum going! 
We are always looking for speakers for presentations at 
both high schools, for DUI classes, and especially for 
females for high school presentations. This is one of the 
most effective ways to carry the message to the “still 
suffering alcoholic” who may not have walked into a 
room yet.

Get Involved: 
• Requirements: 2+ years of sobriety and a working  

knowledge of the Steps/Traditions. (And only 1+  
years for younger speakers)

• Training: We hold a brief, Speaker Training session at  
7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of every month,  
immediately preceding our business meeting.

• Next Meeting: February 11, 2026 at the new meeting 
space next to the bookstore.
Visit the PI/CPC Resources Page: https://www. 

aabayarea.org/healthcare-professionals/ to learn more 
or show up at 7:00 PM next month to get trained!!

respectfully, Deric T.

Recognition
A woman had a serious heart attack.While in the 

hospital recovering, she asked her Higher Power if she 
was going to survive. Her H.P. responded with, “Yes, you 
are.” She then inquired, “How long do I have to live?” Her 
H.P. responded, “Oh, at least 40 years.”

With that she got a nose job, face-lift and tummy tuck 
and left the hospital. 

While crossing the street outside the hospital she got 
run over by a bus and died. She went to heaven and 
there she came upon her H.P. and asked her/them/it, “I 
thought you said I had 40 years more to live?”

Her H.P. responded, “Oh, I’m so sorry... I did not 
recognize you!”

— Adriane H.

If I could change one word in the Big Book
   it would be:

“God is everything or else He is nothing.” I would 
rewrite this sentence as “God is everything and nothing 
at all.”  Nothing is something. Just see how your math 
would work out if you didn’t have zeros. God is 
everything says it all; and therefore, you and I are not 
separate from everything else.

— Bill K.
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Or through Venmo:

@SonomaCounty-IntergroupFellows

Pay via PayPal:

Mail checks to:
Sonoma County Intergroup Fellowship

750 Mendocino Ave., Suite 10
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

Contribute to SCIF

Group Contributions to Intergroup in December, 2025

A Note from the Treasurer:
Greetings,

We are publishing more extensive reports 
this month; encompassing both the month 
of December and the entire year of 2025. 
We’re also publishing two AI-generated re-
ports showing year to year comparisons of the 
bookstore financial results. Kudos to Bob F. 
for a job well done. We’re starting 2026 on a 
solid financial footing!

— Mike H.

SCIF Treasurer’s Report
through December 31, 2025

Activities by Entity

Bookstore
Bookstore Income: 10,260.86
Cost of Goods Sold: 5,404.93
Operating Expenses: 5,344.03
Bookstore Net: [488.50]

Central Office
Group Contributions: 5,677.40
Operating Expenses: 6,962.14
Central Office Net: [1,284.74]

Intergroup Activities 
Activities: [282.83] 
Alkathons: 981.63
Unity Day 1,831.86
Meeting Hall Net: [169.28]

All Entities Dec. 2025 588.74
2025 YTD Net Income. 9,328.29
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2025 vs 2024 Financial Summary
Comprehensive financial comparison 
between 2025 and 2024:
Overall Performance:
 • Total Sales: $135,597 in 2025 vs 

$126,590 in 2024 (+7.1% growth)
 • Orders: 3,905 in 2025 vs 3,663 in 

2024 (+242 orders, +6.6%)
 • Average Order Value: $31.78 in 2025 

vs $31.63 in 2024 (+$0.15)
Profitability:
 • Gross Margin: 37.9% in 2025 vs 36.1% 

in 2024 (+1.8 percentage points) — 
excellent improvement toward your 
60% target

 • Gross Sales: $125,052 in 2025 vs 
$116,265 in 2024 (+7.6%)

 • Net Sales: $122,633 in 2025 vs 
$115,062 in 2024 (+6.6%)

Customer Metrics:
 • New Customers: 486 in 2025 vs 449 in 

2024 (+37 customers, +8.2%)
 • Returning Customers: 171 in 2025 vs 

110 in 2024 (+55%, significant 
improvement)

 • Returning Customer Rate: 31.1% in 
2025 vs 22.8% in 2024 (+8.3 points) 
— strong loyalty growth

 • Amount Spent per Customer: $77.52 in 
2025 vs $74.17 in 2024 (+4.5%)

Other Financial Details:
 • Discounts: -$633 in 2025 vs -$393 in 

2024 (61% increase in discount 
usage)

 • Returns: -$1,787 in 2025 vs -$810 in 
2024 (returns more than doubled)

 • Taxes Collected: $11,825 in 2025 vs 
$10,513 in 2024

 • Shipping Revenue: $1,140 in 2025 vs 
$1,014 in 2024

Key Takeaways: 2025 showed solid growth 
across the board with sales up 7%, 
improved margins, and notably stronger 
customer retention. The increase in 
returns and discounts are areas to 
monitor,* but overall your collectibles 
business had a strong year with 
meaningful margin improvement.

* returns and discounts actually reflect 
more exchanges of chips and mispurchased 
books and discounts reflect increased 
bundles and book of the month sales. All 
of which helped increase returning 
satisfied customers.

2025 vs 2023 Financial Summary
Comprehensive financial comparison 
between 2025 and 2023:
Overall Performance:
 • Total Sales: $135,597 in 2025 vs 

$48,076 in 2023 (+182% growth, 
nearly tripled)

 • Orders: 3,905 in 2025 vs 1,603 in 
2023 (+2,302 orders, +144%)

 • Average Order Value: $31.78 in 2025 
vs $27.72 in 2023 (+$4.06, +14.6%)

Profitability:
 • Gross Margin: 37.9% in 2025 vs 35.1% 

in 2023 (+2.8 percentage points) — 
steady progress toward your 60% 
goal

 • Gross Sales: $125,052 in 2025 vs 
$44,721 in 2023 (+180%)

 • Net Sales: $122,633 in 2025 vs 
$43,992 in 2023 (+179%)

Customer Metrics:
 • New Customers: 486 in 2025 vs 206 in 

2023 (+136%)
 • Returning Customers: 171 in 2025 vs 

43 in 2023 (+298%, nearly 
quadrupled)

 • Returning Customer Rate: 31.1% in 
2025 vs 20.8% in 2023 (+10.3 
points) — major loyalty improvement

 • Amount Spent per Customer: $77.52 in 
2025 vs $73.81 in 2023 (+5.0%)

Other Financial Details:
 • Discounts: -$633 in 2025 vs -$289 in 

2023 (119% increase, but 
proportional to growth)

 • Returns: -$1,787 in 2025 vs -$440 in 
2023 (306% increase, outpacing 
sales growth)

 • Taxes Collected: $11,825 in 2025 vs 
$3,998 in 2023 (+196%)

 • Shipping Revenue: $1,140 in 2025 vs 
$86 in 2023 (+1,231%)

Key Takeaways: Your business experienced 
exceptional growth over this two-year 
period, with sales nearly tripling and 
order volume more than doubling. You've 
built a much stronger customer base with 
significantly improved retention, better 
margins, and higher order values. The 
increase in returns (306% vs 182% sales 
growth) is worth investigating to ensure 
product quality and customer 
expectations are aligned, but overall 
this represents outstanding business 
expansion.
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Hospital and Institution Committee: Feeling Dry? Try H&I!!! 
The Hospital and Institution business meeting was held on January 7th, 2026, at the Center for Spiritual Living in Santa Rosa 

at 6:15pm. Please join us on the first Wednesday of the month if you'd like to be of service in H&I. Area 22 Hospitals and 
Institutions go into 24 local facilities and a few others in the greater area. We are always looking for people to speak and carry 
the message of AA to people who can't get out to meetings because they are in jail, rehab, hospitals, and other institutions. 
Being of service in Hospitals and Institutions is at the heart of AA and its singleness of purpose: to carry the message of 
Alcoholics Anonymous to the still suffering alcoholic. All speakers who go into facilities with H&I must have at least 6 months 
of continuous sobriety and a working knowledge of the steps. Join us! 

If you are a new meeting representative who announces the pink can in a meeting, there is a New Representative meeting held 
right before the regular business meeting at 5:45pm. All new reps will learn about the basics of H&I and the pink can contributions. 

The January H&I business meeting offers a warm welcome to all who attend, especially the following:
New pink can meeting representatives: Yvonne G. - As Bill Sees It, Gregg A. – We Are in the Now, Scot C. – Rooms- 

Sebastopol daily, Michael H. -12 Angry Men & Friday Night Live, John S. – Knuckleheads, Gretchen T. – Women’s Big Book 
Study, Evan R. – Young Persons AA, Jesse B. - Out of the Ashes, Katy B. – SVFAA, Kate F. – Women Empowering Women, Richie 
– Saturday Night Live, Evie- Sonoma Valley, Curt J., and Nancy.

January Sobriety Birthdays: Joe 38yrs, Erik 37yrs, Laura 34yrs, Gretchen 31yrs, Morgan 17yrs, Nancy 3yrs, Brenna 3yrs, 
David 2yrs, Michael 18 months, Richie 1yr, Michael 9 months, Jason 6 months.

Visitors: Mary, Ben, Ian, and Jacob.
The next business meeting will be held on February 4th, 2026, at the Center for Spiritual Living

Thanks for letting me be of service! —Mandy J.

General Service Corner 
I currently serve District 12 as your Literature Chair. As part of this 

current position, I get to attend the Area 06 business meeting each 
month. There is a special Sharing Session before the main meeting for 
Literature/Grapevine. This last month we had a special presentation on 
the Call for Stories regarding new pamphlets for the Asian alcoholic and 
Transgender alcoholic.

You may hear announcements being made that stories are wanted/
needed but do you ever think you could be that person? YES, it could be 
you. The speakers clarified that the intent was that Asian would include 
the entire continent which covers many ethnicities and cultures.

Transgender includes two-spirit, non-gender conforming alcoholics. 
A story is your share written down. Workshops are being held now to 
help you write your story. It is our literature which carries our message, 
wouldn’t it be fun to add your story to that literature?

For those of you who love the Grapevine and want to help support, 
the Carry the Message Project is still active. This can be done as an 
individual or by a group. You buy a subscription to the Grapevine 
magazine, and AA will send it where it needs to go. Many jails and 
institutions only accept hard copy magazines and this project can help 
ensure our Grapevine magazine continues to be printed. AAgrapevine.
org has many wonderful resources if you would like fliers or other 
information, much is provided at a nominal fee. If you are wondering 
how you can learn more about new literature or are a Grapevine 
representative and would like to connect with others, please join me at 
the CNCA06 Area meeting on the 4th Saturday of the month. Our Sharing 
Session starts at 9am in person or online.

—in love and service, MaryEllen W.

New Meeting:
• A Tuesday 3:30 Topic Meeting is at our new 

SCIF Meeting Hall,  next to the Bookstore at 
750 Mendocino Ave in Santa Rosa.

A Call for A.A. Slogans from the Past
What are your favorite old A.A. slogans (besides the ones already hanging 

on the wall)? What slogans do you wish you still heard at meetings? What 
saying helped you that still comes to mind? Let us know and we’ll print it 
here in the March issue. Please send us your beloved slogans!

—Arjuna, editor.   newsletter@sonomacountyaa.org
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SATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAYMONDAYSUNDAY
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3
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2
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1 1st Saturday

Monte Rio
Birthday 
Potluck
12 pm. Meeting
1:00 potluck.

20329 Hwy 116
Monte Rio

10 days
before IG Meeting

Newsletter
Submission 
Deadline
5:00 pm.
newsletter@sono
macountyaa.org

Last Tuesday

Birthday Party
7:00 - 8:30 pm.

SoCo Alano Club
1050 Petaluma 
 Blvd. North
Petaluma

1st Friday

Karaoke &
 Pizza Night
 8:30–11:30 pm.

 SoCo Alano Club
 1050 Petaluma 
 Blvd. North
Petaluma

2nd Thurs.

Access Sonoma 
County Busi-
ness Meeting
7:30 pm.
Zoom only:
934 2984 1277
PW: 804715

2nd Wed.

PI/CPC
Business Mtg. 
7:30 pm.
New Reps 7:00 pm.
AA Bookstore 
750 Mendocino
Santa Rosa
Hybrid — Zoom: 
961 8127 1048
PW: Dist12GS

1st Wed.

H&I
Business Mtg.
6:15 pm.
New Reps, 5:45 pm. 

Center for
Spiritual Living
2075 Occidental,
Santa Rosa

3rd Tuesday

Bridging 
the Gap
Business Mtg.
6:30 pm.
New Reps, 6:00

AA Bookstore
in person only 
750 Mendocino
Santa Rosa

4th Monday

SCIF General
Intergroup Mtg.
7:30 pm.
7:00 New Reps.

St. Luke Church
905 Mendocino
Hybrid — Zoom 
860 4370 3384
PW: 62

2nd Monday

SCIF Steering
Committee
7:30 pm.
AA Bookstore 
750 Mendocino
Santa Rosa
Hybrid — Zoom 
860 4370 3384
PW: 62

1st Monday

General Service
Business Mtg.
7:30 pm.
New Reps, 6:30 pm. 

4930 Newanga
Santa Rosa
For Zoom: 
email chairperson

3rd Sunday

SOCYPAA
Business Mtg.
7:30 pm.

1551 Montgomery
Santa Rosa

1st Sunday

SOCYPAA
Business Mtg.
7:30 pm.

1551 Montgomery
Santa Rosa

February 2026 – Service Meetings & Events

Sonomacountyaa.org would love to add your events!
When scheduling an AA event, please send details to both 

newsletter@sonomacountyaa.org and to 
webmaster@sonomacountyaa.org
so we can list it as soon as possible.



Page 12

Contact Information
(All emails are ________@sonomacountyaa.org)

SCIF OFFICERS
Chair Joshua P. intergroup@
Vice Chair Angie M. vice-chair@
Secretary Amy P. secretary@
Treasurer Mike H. treasurer@
Registrar Stacy T. registrar@

SCIF COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Activities Allen A. activities@
Alkathons Isabelle L. alkathons@
ICSC Joann L. icsc@
Seminars Clark W. seminars@
Outreach (vacant) outreach@
Teleservice Maria S. teleservice@
ICSC Nominations Greg A.  icscnic@
Newsletter Arjuna newsletter@
Website Jay F. webmaster@
Tech Jake H. tech@

GENERAL SERVICE — DISTRICT 12
DCMC Maureen G. generalservice@
Treasurer David H. treasurer-gs@
Registrar Shelly J. registrar-gs@
Archivist Liz F. archivist-gs@
Grapevine Mark S. grapevine@
Access Sonoma County Ben G. asc@
Bridging the Gap Scott W. btg@
PI/CPC Andrew S. picpc@
Interpret/Translation Del P-W. it@

LIAISONS to SCIF
H&I Alma T. handi@
Spanish Central Office (vacant)  – – –

 Addresses and Links

Common Acronyms: 
SCIF = Sonoma County Intergroup Fellowship
ICSC = Intergroup Central Service Committee
PI/CPC = Public Information/Cooperation with
  the Professional Community

A.A. English Hotline
707 544-1300

Línea Directa 24 Horas
 707 623-6702

Receive the SCIF News in Your Inbox!
Sign up at the bottom of our home page:
https://sonomacountyaa.org


